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Surinder K. Puri Memorial Lecture

Puri lectures are held on annually on the first Friday in February, 12:15 p.m. — 1:15 p.m., John H. Kauffman Auditorium
(C5012, 5th Floor Winship). For details, visit winshipcancer.emory.edu/events.
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ABOUT THE SURINDER K. PURI MEMORIAL LECTURE:

ESTABLISHED AND ENDOWED BY HIS WIFE, MRIDULA PURI, MD (EMORY MEDICAL RESIDENCY, 79'), IN LOVING
MEMORY OF HER BELOVED HUSBAND, SURINDER.

IN 1965, SURINDER EMIGRATED FROM INDIA TO UNITED STATES TO PURSUE GRADUATE WORK IN ENGINEERING AT
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY. AFTER EARNING HIS DEGREE, HE SPENT NEARLY 50 YEARS WORKING ON SOME OF
COUNTRY’S LARGEST TRANSIT INFRASTRUCTURE MEGAPROJECTS WITH THE FIRM OF PARSONS, BRINKERHOFF &
TUDOR. IN 1975 SURINDER BEGAN AS A TOP ENGINEER ON DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE METROPOLITAN
ATLANTA RAPID TRANSIT AUTHORITY (MARTA) SYSTEM AND HE WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN SHAPING ATLANTA'S
CITYSCAPE AND INFRASTRUCTURE.

THOUGH TRAINED AS AN ENGINEER, SURINDER WAS A TRUE RENAISSANCE MAN, HE HAD THE SPIRIT OF A POET AND
SENSIBILITY OF AN ARTIST. HE LOVED BUILDING BRIDGES, LITERALLY AND METAPHORICALLY, BETWEEN PLACES,
PEOPLE, IDEAS AND DISCIPLINES. EXTRAORDINARILY MODEST, SURINDER WAS BELOVED AND ADMIRED BY MANY
PEOPLE FOR HIS KINDNESS, ELEGANCE, AND HUMOR AND HE LOVED BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER OVER ONE OF HIS
LEGENDARY HOME COOKED MEALS.

IN 2004, SURINDER WAS DIAGNOSED WITH STAGE IV MANTLE CELL LYMPHOMA. HE CONSIDERED HIMSELF
FORTUNATE TO HAVE THE BEST CUTTING-EDGE CARE THROUGH HIS MEDICAL TEAM AT WINSHIP CANCER INSTITUTE.
WITH THAT CARE AND FORTITUDE HE NOT ONLY SURVIVED, BUT THRIVED FOR THE NEXT TEN YEARS UNTIL HIS
RELAPSE IN 2014. SURINDER PROFOUNDLY BENEFITTED FROM GREAT ADVANCES IN RESEARCH AND CLINICAL CARE
FOR B-CELL MALIGNANCIES. WITH THIS LECTURESHIP, SURINDER’S FAMILY HOPES TO ACCELERATE FURTHER
SIGNIFICANT ADVANCES IN THIS AREA, AND TO EXTEND THOSE BENEFITS TO AS MANY OTHERS AS POSSIBLE, BY
BRINGING IN TOP RESEARCHERS AND CLINICIANS TO SHARE THEIR WORK AND FOSTER OPPORTUNITIES FOR MULTI-
INSTITUTIONAL COLLABORATION.
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