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Day 1 – Monday, August 14, 2023 

Time  Session Speaker(s)  

8:00 AM Welcome and Overview 

Suresh S. Ramalingam, MD, FACP, FASCO 
Executive Director, Winship Cancer Institute 
Roberto C. Goizueta Chair for Cancer Research, Emory SOM 
 

Kavita Dhodapkar, MBBS 
Professor, Department of Pediatrics, Emory SOM and Scientific 
Director, Winship Immune Monitoring Shared Resource  

8:30 AM 
 
9:00 AM 

Statistical Designs for Phase 1 Trials: 
Beyond 3+3 
 
Discussion and Q&A  

Jeffrey Switchenko, PhD, MS 
Research Associate Professor, Department of Biostatistics & 
Bioinformatics, Emory SPH and Scientific Director, Winship 
Biostatistics Shared Resource  

9:15 AM 
 
9:45 AM 

Phase 2 Trial Designs 
 
Discussion and Q&A 
  

Suzanne Dahlberg, PhD 
Assistant Director of Clinical Trial Biostatistics & Data 
Management, Boston Children’s Hospital  
Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School  

10:00 AM – 
10:15 AM BREAK  

10:15 AM 
 
10:45 AM 

Pilot Studies and Biomarker-Driven Trial 
Designs 
Discussion and Q&A  

Madhav Dhodapkar, MBBS 
Professor and Anise McDaniel Brock Chair, Department of 
Hematology and Medical Oncology, Emory SOM   
Director, Winship Center for Cancer Immunology  

11:00 AM 
 
11:30 AM 

Statistics for Biomarkers 
 
Discussion and Q&A 
  

Yuan Liu, PhD, MS 
Research Associate Professor, Department of Biostatistics & 
Bioinformatics, Emory SPH and Research Associate Professor, 
Winship Biostatistics Shared Resource   

11:45 AM – 
12:15 PM LUNCH  

12:15 PM 
 
12:45 PM 

Informatics Tools for Clinical Research 
 
Discussion and Q&A 
  

Madhusmita Behera, PhD 
Chief Informatics and Data Officer and Director, Winship Data & 
Technology Applications Shared Resource (Winship DATA) 
 

Ajay Nooka, MD, MPH, FACP 
Professor, Department of Hematology and Medical Oncology, 
Emory SOM and Scientific Director, Winship DATA  

1:00 PM 
 
1:30 PM 

Leveraging Population-Wide Databases for 
Research 
Discussion and Q&A 

Kevin Ward, PhD, MPH 
Assistant Professor, Department of Epidemiology, Emory SPH, and 
Director, Georgia Center for Cancer Statistics, Emory SPH 

1:45 PM 
 
 
2:15 PM 

How to Run a Successful Clinical Research 
Protocol: Staffing & Regulatory 
 
Discussion and Q&A 

R. Donald Harvey, PharmD 
Professor, Hematology and Medical Oncology and Pharmacology 
and Chemical Biology, Emory SOM; Medical Director, Winship 
Clinical Trials Office and Director, Winship Phase I Clinical Trials 
Program 

2:30 PM – 
2:45 PM 

 
Closing Discussion 
 

Kavita Dhodapkar, MBBS 
Professor, Department of Pediatrics, Emory SOM and Scientific 
Director, Winship Immune Monitoring Shared Resource 
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Day 2 – Tuesday, August 15, 2023 
Time Session Speaker(s) 
8:30 AM 
 
 
9:00 AM 

Effectively Utilizing Shared Resources at Emory and 
Winship  
 
Discussion and Q&A 
  

Greg Lesinski, PhD, MPH 
Professor and Vice Chair, Basic Research, Department of 
Hematology and Medical Oncology, Emory SOM and 
Associate Director, Winship Basic Research and Shared 
Resources 
 

9:15 AM 
 
 
9:45 AM 

The First 5 years in a Faculty Position: Tips for 
Success in Career Development Awards 
 
Discussion and Q&A 
 

Kevin Kalinsky, MD, MS 
Associate Professor, Department of Hematology and 
Medical Oncology, Emory SOM and Director, Winship 
Glenn Family Breast Center  
 

10:00 AM – 
10:15 AM BREAK  

10:15 AM 
  
10:45 AM 

Planning for Career Advancement 
 
Discussion and Q&A 
 

Kathy Griendling, PhD 
Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs and Professional 
Development, Emory SOM 

11:00 AM 
 
 
11:30 AM 

Participating in the NCTN in your Clinical Research 
Career 
 
Discussion and Q&A 
 

Ticiana Leal, MD 
Associate Professor, Department of Hematology and 
Oncology, Emory SOM and Director, Thoracic Medical 
Oncology, Winship 

11:45 AM 
 
12:15 PM 

CTEP Sponsored Clinical Trials  
 
Discussion and Q&A 
 

Percy Ivy, MD 
Associate Chief, Investigational Drug Branch (IDB), 
Cancer Therapy Evaluation Program (CTEP), National 
Cancer Institute 
 

12:30 PM 
 
1:00 PM 

Work-Life Balance (Panel Discussion) 
 
Discussion and Q&A 
 

Kristin Higgins, MD 
Associate Professor and Vice Chair in Clinical Research, 
Department of Radiation Oncology, Emory SOM 
Medical Director of Radiation Oncology, The Emory Clinic 
 

1:15 PM – 
1:45 PM LUNCH  

1:45 PM  
 
 
2:15 PM 

How to Maintain Independence and Integrity When 
Working with Pharmaceutical Companies 
 
Discussion and Q&A 
 

Suresh S. Ramalingam, MD, FACP, FASCO 
Executive Director, Winship Cancer Institute 
Roberto C. Goizueta Chair for Cancer Research, Emory 
SOM 
 

2:30 PM – 
2:45 PM 

 
Workshop Summary and Conclusion 
 

Kavita Dhodapkar, MBBS 
Professor, Department of Pediatrics, Emory SOM and 
Scientific Director, Winship Immune Monitoring Shared 
Resource 
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